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Report on the Launching General Assembly of the 
People’s Social Forum, Ottawa, January 26, 27, 2013
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Foreword
This document reports on the first General Assembly of the Peoples Social Forum held 

in Ottawa on 26 and 27 January 2013.  Several articles have since been published in the 

media. Most of them called it a historic gathering. Whether it was a historic moment or 

not, we leave it to the participants to decide that, but we will all agree that a very import-

ant and unique agreement was reached by the assembly. That is, to hold a People’s 

Social Forum in the late Summer of 2014. And this was a unanimous decision!

In the beginning we were expecting around 50 people but to the surprise of 

all, we were over 150 people participating over the weekend. Many commu-

nities from the First Nations, people of colour, Quebec, representing students 

movement, trade unions, NGOs, environment groups and others gathered to 

discuss and strategize the making and strengthening of social movements as a re-

sponse to the neoliberal onslaught lashed out by the present Federal government.

The assembly concluded with a proposal to form an interim steering commit-

tee with a mandate to work on the methodology and functioning of the process. 

This committee will call the second General Assembly and propose the plan of ac-

tion for discussion and adoption. The three caucuses that were formed during the 

meeting, First Nations, Quebec and People of colour, will contribute names to be in-

cluded in the interim committee, while a few others already proposed their names. 

The objective is to have an interim steering committee that is balanced as to gender, 

region and nation-wide.

We thank you for your personal contributions that made this assembly happen and in particular, we thank for their material support: CUPE, the Council of 

Canadians, CEP, OSSTF, PSAC-Ontario, CUPW, ETT and CSN. We hope to see you all in the near future.

                                    Alternatives Team

The following organizations have already joined the 
discussions:

Alternatives; Canadian Union of Postal Workers; Centrale des syndicats du 
Québec (CSQ); Centre d’écologie urbaine de Montréal; Chantier de l’économie 
sociale; Coalition Against Israeli Apartheid(CAIA),Toronto; Communications, 
Energy and Paperworkers Union; Common Frontiers; Confédération des 
syndicats nationaux (CSN); Conseil Central Montréal métropolitain (CCMM-
CSN); Conseil québécois des gais et lesbiennes;  Council of Canadians;  
Fédération des travailleurs et travailleuses du Québec (FTQ);  Fédération 
interprofessionnelle de la santé du Québec (FIQ); Fédération nationale 
des enseignants et enseignantes du Québec (FNEEQ-CSN); Front d’action 
populaire en réaménagement urbain; Indigenous Environmental Network; 
Indigenous Peoples Solidarity Movement;  Public Service Alliance of Canada;  
Quebec Native Women (FAQ-QNW); Latin American and Caribbean Solidarity 
Network; Occupy Toronto; Toronto Bolivia Solidarity; Toronto Stop the Cuts  

                     

                                           
The first social forum was the World Social Forum held in January 2001 in Porto Alegre, 
Brazil. Simply put, it was a response to the growing onslaught of the neoliberal agenda of the 
ruling parties in many parts of the world. It challenged the right-wing theses of “the end of 
history” and “clash of civilizations”. It also proposed the slogan “Another World is Possible”.

The World Social Forum was intended as a regular meeting of activists to move 
experiences from the individual to the collective.

This forum set the trend for organizing such events on an annual basis. Thus till 2007 there 
were seven WSF in different cities of the world with an average participation of 100 000 people. 
From then onwards a WSF is held every two years. The next WSF-2013 will be held in Tunis.

In addition to this global event, there emerged national and regional social forums. 
For example “Quebec Social Forum”, “European Social Forum”, “Africa Social Forum”, 
“India Social Forum”. At the same time social forums were organized on thematic 
basis. For example “Democracy Social Forum”, “Education Social Forum”, etc.

The WSF charter explains the social forum in the following manner:

“The World Social Forum is an open meeting place for reflective thinking, democratic 
debate of ideas, formulation of proposals, free exchange of experiences and 
interlinking for effective action, by groups and movements of civil society that 
are opposed to neoliberalism and to domination of the world by capital and any 
form of imperialism, and are committed to building a planetary society directed 
towards fruitful relationships among Humankind and between it and the Earth.

The alternatives proposed at the World Social Forum stand in opposition to a process 
of globalization commanded by the large multinational corporations and by the 
governments and international institutions at the service of those corporations’ 
interests, with the complicity of national governments. They are designed to ensure 
that globalization in solidarity will prevail as a new stage in world history. This will 
respect universal human rights, and those of all citizens - men and women - of all 
nations and the environment and will rest on democratic international systems and 
institutions at the service of social justice, equality and the sovereignty of peoples.

The World Social Forum is a plural, diversified, non-confessional, non-governmental and non-
party context that, in a decentralized fashion, interrelates organizations and movements 
engaged in concrete action at levels from the local to the international to build another world.”

What is a social forum?Mexico City: World Social Forum Mexico 2010
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Report
Launching General Assembly of

People’s Social Forum: Quebec/Canada/First Nations
(This was the initial title under which the meeting was convened)

Dates: January 26, 27 2013
Place: University of Ottawa, Faculty of Social Science Building, Hall FSS-
2005, 120 University, Ottawa ON K1N 6N5
Presence: The list of all who participated is in Annex 1

Context
For more than a year several organizations in Quebec, English speaking Can-
ada and the First Nations had been holding discussions on the idea of or-
ganizing a Social Forum in order to build and strengthen autonomous social 
movements adhering to the Principles of the World Social Forum. (Annex 2)

Gradually, Expansion Committees were formed in Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto 
and Vancouver with the idea of popularizing the concept of a social forum 
and inviting as large a participation as possible. Several meetings were held 
in the cities mentioned above and as a result a short pamphlet was prepared 
by some Expansion Committees explaining the process. 

In order to open up the process it was decided to hold the first General As-
sembly of the Forum in Ottawa on 26 and 27 January 2013. Initially it was 
expected that around 50 people will participate, but we ended up having 
more that 150 participants.

Agenda
The draft agenda circulated for the meeting was the following:

Saturday 26 January
10am:The political context in Canada: different initiatives pro-
posing a common fight against the right-wing and neoliberalism
10:30am: What is a social forum and how does it function? How 
can it promote collaboration among social movements from 
Canada, Quebec and Indigenous Peoples? Role and function of 
the Social Movement Assembly in a Social Forum
12pm lunch break
1:30pm: Address by the founders of IDLE NO MORE

2:15 pm: The Canada-Quebec-Indigenous Peoples’ Social Forum
- what are some of the main issues

- what regional and cross-Canada processes would lead to a SF
- Timing: which criteria in order to decide when a Forum is held
- Venue: what criteria in order to decide upon a venue
- What kind of Forum: decentralized, centralized in one location ?
- Key structures to set-up: secretariat, program cttee, communications cttee, 
logistics and finance cttee, 
4:30pm: End of first session
6:00 pm    Reception: place to be announced.
 
Sunday January 27th 2013
9:30am: Social Movements assembly: coalition and common action proposals 
(Coalition proposal from Port Elgin, Common Causes, etc…)
12pm: Lunch break
1:30pm: Setting up the basic structures of the SF: secretariat, program cttee, 
communications cttee, logistics and finance, etc..
3:30pm: End of second session
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Proceedings
Saturday 26 March
The meeting started with an opening ceremony performed by Norman 
Matchewan from Barrier Lake, Abitibi

The first part of the meeting was chaired by Michel Lam-
bert from Alternatives. There were three presentations:  
Russell Diabo from Defenders of the Land, Jérémie Bédard-
Wien from ASSÉ and Tria Donaldson from Powershift. 

All three emphasized the importance of joint struggles in 
order to defeat the right wing agenda. Russell reminded 
the gathering not to hijack the agenda of indigenous peo-
ples in trying to be allies; also that there is a space and a role for elected and 
appointed chiefs “but we also have our own civil society movements”. Jérémie 
reflected on the student strike of spring 2012 in Quebec and the question of 
free and accessible education. He said that in order to win and defeat the 
right wing agenda we should implant our progressive ideas rather 
than get stuck with the status quo within the electoral process. Mobi-
lization around the Port Elgin initiative continues, not only around the electoral 
process but in producing an analysis of systemic problems and fixing attainable 
short term goals. Tria spoke about the climate justice movement and the role of 
Powershift initiative starting from its first conference in 2009. She spoke about 
the mobilization against the pipelines in Canada and Quebec and around the 

issue of fracking. The environmental crisis 
is one of the biggest systemic problems of 
the capitalist system and we have to orga-
nize in a way we have never done before. 
This was followed by two presentations 
from Nathalie Guay, a co-organizer of Que-
bec Social Forum of 2007 and 2009 and 
from Michael Leon Guerrero from the US 
Social Forum. They explained the origins 
of the social forum process, the structures 

and committees and the assembly of social movements within a social forum. 
Nathalie described her experience in organizing a social forum in Quebec. 
“There is no magic recipe, and all forums differ from each other depending 
on the specifities of the issues and region. The process of organizing a 
social forum strengthens the formation and social movements that 
are much needed in Canada today. We have to find a way of functioning 
together with right of speech and respect for all.  It is a long process and 
requires a lot of energy. We should be visiting different regions across the 
country to popularize the ideas of the social forum. Various activities could 
be organized to attract as many people as possible to the movement. The 
outcomes of a forum is difficult to measure and some attainable short term 
goals should be fixed, for example challenging the Harper government.” 
(paraphrased). Michael explained that the social forum process is 
a response to the ongoing attack of neoliberalism. “We are under 
attack. Our communities, laws and regulations are under assault”. 

After lunch the two co-founders of Idle No More, Jessica Gordon & Sheelah 
McLean, addressed the gathering.

Their main point was highlighting the struggle 
against ongoing colonialism in Canada. They in-
sisted on learning from each other with respect. 
They were happy to note that so many people 
are gathering forces to fight the Harper corporate 
agenda. How to work together beyond the dif-
ferences created by the oppressors? Harper has 
brought the entire right wing agenda under the 
umbrella of profits. We should bring all issues under 
the umbrella of the commons. The long history of 
colonialism is causing environmental degradation. 
Idle No More is a solidarity movement that seeks 
support from everyone. Education and sensitiz-
ing citizens is necessary. Activists who have 
been working for years lay the groundwork 
for INM upsurge. (paraphrased key points)

Tria Donalson : 
“The status quo has to be disturbed!”

“There is still a very strong 

presence of colonialism towards 

the first nations people. 

It is important that we negotiate 

as nation to nation.
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The next session, chaired by Dimitri Roussopoulos, identified the main issues of 
the forum; centralized versus de-centralized; timing; venue; what kind of regional 
processes should be undertaken before the actual forum. There was a long period 
of discussion, the results of which can be found below in the section “Results”.

After the end of the first day of the assembly three caucuses were held: 
Indigenous/First Nations/Original People; Quebec and People of Colour.

Sunday 27 March
The morning session, chaired by Ronald Cameron, 
saw presentations from parallel initiatives: Com-
mon Causes and Port Elgin Initiative. Russell Diabo, 
Brigette DePape, Marie-Eve Rancourt, Antoni Shel-
ton and others spoke about the Port Elgin Initiative. 
“The project seeks to bring together progressive 
groups from across the country in a national ac-
tion  coalition to fight austerity and neo-liberalism.”

These presentations were followed by Anil Naidoo and Gar-
ry Neil, both from the Council of Canadians, who spoke particular-
ly about Commons Cause, a project of the Council. As Garry Neil stat-
ed: “This Council-organized project also seeks to unite progressive 
organizations, with an emphasis on organizing to defeat Harper in 2015.”

The presenters and the assembly agreed that while there 
is some overlap between the initiatives, there was agree-
ment that these initiatives are complementary, not competitive.

The papers from the three caucuses were presented in the post lunch ses-
sion (See Annex 3)

Roger Rashi chaired the concluding session which sum-
marized the two days of discussion, listing the results and 
agreements reached with a consensus of the assembly.

Results
The general assembly agreed:

•	 to hold the social forum
•	 to call the forum: People’s Social Forum
•	 to convene the forum in the late summer of 2014.
•	 to make it a centralized forum with a decentralized process 

that will include local, regional or provincial forums and caravans. 
•	 to leave the choice of venue for the next general assembly.
•	 to form an Interim Steering Committee. The task of this committee 

is to work on the methodology, and in the next general assembly 
propose the structures and process towards the social forum for dis-
cussions. Some people volunteered and gave their names. Others will 
give names after having consulted their caucuses and communities.

 
The meeting ended with a closing ceremony performed by Algonquin elder 
Jacob Wawati.

Eriel Deranger presents the statement of the  

Indegenous Caucus

Antoni Shelton Speaks about the Port Elgin  Coalition
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Annex 1
Participants list (154 peoples)
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Annex 2
World Social Forum Charter of Principles

1. The World Social Forum is an open meeting place for reflective thinking, dem-
ocratic debate of ideas, formulation of proposals, free exchange of experienc-
es and interlinking for effective action, by groups and movements of civil society 
that are opposed to neoliberalism and to domination of the world by capital and 
any form of imperialism, and are committed to building a planetary society direct-
ed towards fruitful relationships among Humankind and between it and the Earth.

2. The World Social Forum at Porto Alegre was an event localized in time and 
place. From now on, in the certainty proclaimed at Porto Alegre that “anoth-
er world is possible”, it becomes a permanent process of seeking and build-
ing alternatives, which cannot be reduced to the events supporting it.

3. The World Social Forum is a world process. All the meetings that 
are held as part of this process have an international dimension.

4. The alternatives proposed at the World Social Forum stand in opposition to a pro-
cess of globalization commanded by the large multinational corporations and by the 
governments and international institutions at the service of those corporations in-
terests, with the complicity of national governments. They are designed to ensure 
that globalization in solidarity will prevail as a new stage in world history. This will 
respect universal human rights, and those of all citizens - men and women - of all 
nations and the environment and will rest on democratic international systems and 
institutions at the service of social justice, equality and the sovereignty of peoples.

5. The World Social Forum brings together and interlinks only organiza-
tions and movements of civil society from all the countries in the world, 
but it does not intend to be a body representing world civil society.

6. The meetings of the World Social Forum do not deliberate on behalf of the World 
Social Forum as a body. No-one, therefore, will be authorized, on behalf of any of the 
editions of the Forum, to express positions claiming to be those of all its participants. 
The participants in the Forum shall not be called on to take decisions as a body, 
whether by vote or acclamation, on declarations or proposals for action that would 
commit all, or the majority, of them and that propose to be taken as establishing posi-
tions of the Forum as a body. It thus does not constitute a locus of power to be disput-
ed by the participants in its meetings, nor does it intend to constitute the only option 
for interrelation and action by the organizations and movements that participate in it.

7. Nonetheless, organizations or groups of organizations that participate in the Forums 
meetings must be assured the right, during such meetings, to deliberate on declarations 

or actions they may decide on, whether singly or in coordination with other participants. 
The World Social Forum undertakes to circulate such decisions widely by the means 
at its disposal, without directing, hierarchizing, censuring or restricting them, but as 
deliberations of the organizations or groups of organizations that made the decisions.

8. The World Social Forum is a plural, diversified, non-con-
fessional, non-governmental and non-party context that, 
in a decentralized fashion, interrelates organizations and 
movements engaged in concrete action at levels from 
the local to the international to build another world.

9. The World Social Forum will always be a forum open to pluralism and to the di-
versity of activities and ways of engaging of the organizations and movements that 
decide to participate in it, as well as the diversity of genders, ethnicities, cultures, 
generations and physical capacities, providing they abide by this Charter of Prin-
ciples. Neither party representations nor military organizations shall participate 
in the Forum. Government leaders and members of legislatures who accept the 
commitments of this Charter may be invited to participate in a personal capacity.

10. The World Social Forum is opposed to all totalitarian and reductionist views 
of economy, development and history and to the use of violence as a means 
of social control by the State. It upholds respect for Human Rights, the prac-
tices of real democracy, participatory democracy, peaceful relations, in equal-
ity and solidarity, among people, ethnicities, genders and peoples, and con-
demns all forms of domination and all subjection of one person by another.

11. As a forum for debate, the World Social Forum is a movement of ideas that prompts re-
flection, and the transparent circulation of the results of that reflection, on the mechanisms 
and instruments of domination by capital, on means and actions to resist and overcome 
that domination, and on the alternatives proposed to solve the problems of exclusion 
and social inequality that the process of capitalist globalization with its racist, sexist and 
environmentally destructive dimensions is creating internationally and within countries.

12. As a framework for the exchange of experiences, the World Social Forum encour-
ages understanding and mutual recognition among its participant organizations and 
movements, and places special value on the exchange among them, particularly on 
all that society is building to centre economic activity and political action on meeting 
the needs of people and respecting nature, in the present and for future generations.

13. As a context for interrelations, the World Social Forum seeks to strengthen 
and create new national and international links among organizations and move-
ments of society, that - in both public and private life - will increase the capaci-
ty for non-violent social resistance to the process of dehumanization the world 
is undergoing and to the violence used by the State, and reinforce the humaniz-
ing measures being taken by the action of these movements and organizations.

14. The World Social Forum is a process that encourages its participant orga-
nizations and movements to situate their actions, from the local level to the na-
tional level and seeking active participation in international contexts, as issues of 
planetary citizenship, and to introduce onto the global agenda the change-induc-
ing practices that they are experimenting in building a new world in solidarity.
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Annex 3
3 Caucuses Proposals

Original Peoples of Turtle Island Recommendations 
to the Peoples Social Forum

We all are working toward the same goals, the protection of the people, the 
lands, the waters and the animals of mother earth.  We must work together 
with our common goals to build a way forward.  The inherent knowledge of 
Original peoples come from our Mother Earth and the ancestors that came 
before us and the one that will come after us.  This knowledge is intertwined 
in our spirituality and way of being utilizing Natural law.

Current governments are working to commodify not just the lands, the wa-
ters, the animals, but all people.  We must break free from these oppressive 
structures and return to values that respect the knowledge of the Original 
peoples of Turtle Island.

Resistants’ for us began 520 years ago.  Institutionalized colonialism has 
lead to the cumulative removal of our history and deep understanding of our 
rights and place in this society.  We urge the PSF to build strong relation-
ships with us to restore this balance of understanding.

Original peoples lives have been defined by resistance.  We can share how 
our lived experience can help build a way forward.  We must reestablish a 
respectful relationship based on an understanding of culture, traditions and 
language.

However, our people and issues cannot be co-opted. Therefore we affirm 
that:

- Original peoples of Turtle Islands have been oppressed for centuries 
and are in a process of re-awakening and you must respect that we 
must lead ourselves.

- Original peoples have lived on Turtle Islands since time immemorial 
and we kept the land clean and free of destruction for centuries be-
fore contact. We know this land intimately because we are people of 
the land and we are the land. We are guardians of the harmonious 
cycles of the land. If the land dies we die.

- As people of the land we have to work to restore the Original peoples 
values based on responsibilities and rights. Therefore it is imperative 
that our people continue to take a leading role in changing the fu-
ture.

- Our rights and responsibility are the foundation for building a better 
future for all.  

- Therefore, we are in solidarity with those that reject the racist Doc-
trine of discovery and Terre Nullis and those working with Original 
peoples must be publicly rejected these oppressive regimes in order 
to effectively build relations with the Original peoples of Turtle Island.  

- We recognize the need to work in partnership with allies and ally 
groups, because we understand that our allies are necessary to 
strengthen not only our power but theirs.  Your liberation is tied to 
ours.

- As Original Peoples of Turtle Island we are many nations with varying 
cultures, values, distinct tactics and strategies for moving forward to 
address over 500 years of oppression and it must be respected and 
the PSF must actively work towards creating the spaces for not only 
the inclusion of these peoples, but for our peoples to take an active 
role in guiding and leading the process.  This can be done through 
recognition of the distinct values and rights of the many nations of 
Turtle Island.  

We purpose that the People Social Forum adopt these PRINCIPLES to guide 
the planning and implementation process of for the Peoples Social Forum:

- The principles of engagement require that proper protocol is taken at 
a regional basis to ensure that Original peoples issues are not co-opt-
ed.  Taking into consideration there is no one protocol because of the 
many diverse traditions, values and cultures across Turtle Island we 
must work toward obtaining proper grassroots representation from 
each territory. 

- Regional meetings with Original peoples must occur prior to the PSF 
in order to ensure that the Original peoples are included in the fo-
rum.  This can be through educational teach-ins and sharing across 
the boundaries.
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- A national committee/structure need to include proper Original peo-
ples within the board or committees to ensure the values of the Origi-
nal peoples continue to be the leading foundation of the process.

- If there is a regional process developed in the lead up to the PSF, 
there must be a process developed that ensures proper inclusion in 
these meetings.

- While there are recognized National and Regional Aboriginal organiza-
tions, they are not reflected of all Original peoples voices.   The voices 
of grassroots people  must be included in this process for example, 
but not limited to the communities that are comprised within defend-
ers of the land.

- We recognize the need to work with National and regional committee 
to develop a strategy to implement the principles necessary for effec-
tive relationships to building the social forum.

We are all a part of a natural revolution.  We all need to remember our way 
back.  Some of us have completely lost our way and some of us still have a 
connection to our land.

Recognizing that we do not represented ALL nations of Turtles Island as many 
are not in attendance and therefore this document is a living document that 
will change over time and with their input.

Thoughts and questions from the people of color caucus 

We are thankful of being at the unceded Algonquin territory this launch is tak-
ing place on and for the inspiration that Idle No More and Indigenous nations 
provide us.  

We honor all the Original peoples of Turtle Land and we honor the diverse lands 
of the Original peoples of Turtle Island on which we individually reside. We 
recognize the legacy of all indigenous teachings across this continent and the 
world. We are committed to working in solidarity as allies with the Indigenous 
caucus and the Original peoples of Turtle Island, in words and actions again 
colonization and against other forms of oppression as well as in supporting the 
needs of your nations.

We are happy that some of the struggles and dreams that unite communities 

of color and all peoples who are present here today were included in the dis-
cussions yesterday. 
We wish to ask for reflection in this process, by means of sharing our collective 
thoughts, feelings and questions.

1. Yesterday, the invisibility of the struggles that are particular to com-
munities of color was felt strongly in this space. Particular struggles 
that communities of color could speak to include but are not limited 
to: police brutality and imprisonment, Immigration laws that render 
peoples of color as non-people, education and media systems that 
continue to be racist and colonial, poverty, and many other relation-
ships of exclusion

2. This invisibility is also explicit in the naming of the proposed social 
forum. Many peoples of colour do not identify with nationalist blocs 
of Canada and Quebec and are actively excluded for example; temp 
migrant workers and non-status people are legally excluded and face 
evictions from Canada everyday. We can speak of the tragic death of 
Ge Genbao and Lui Honglaing, in 2007 in the tarsands and the sub-
sequent deportation of 130 immigrant workers after this tragedy. It 
is important to note that 1 in 20 people in Canada are not Canadian.

3. We feel that it is important to understand different processes that 
make up Canada and Canadian society, for example colonization and 
also imperialism and interventionism, slavery, and indentured labor 
that is historic and ongoing, that particularly targets women and chil-
dren of color? Canada presents itself as a paragon of human rights, 
but Canada as well as Canadian civil society has been complicit in 
genocide and dispossession of communities across the global South. 
For example, Canadian corporations are involved in destructive mining 
operations around the globe.

4. Peoples of color around the world are bearing the brunt of all the issues 
we are talking about: austerity, climate change, militarism, extraction, 
patriarchy, capitalism, dispossession of lands and labor exploitation 
that benefits the Canadian state and peoples. How do we make this a 
part of local actions?

5. We feel that it is important to recognize the importance of our diverse 
cultures and identities, including the role of youth and grassroots com-
munities as active creative thinkers in the modeling of a better society, 
and the struggles to achieve it.  

We assert that movements and groups representing communities of color 
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Proposal submitted by the Quebec Caucus

1. The objective of the Peoples’ Social Forum is to build a social move-
ment of Indigenous people, Quebecers and Canadians

2. To hold a centralized Social Forum in August 2014, (and encourage the 
organization of decentralized events prior)

3. Work towards creating regional and/or sectoral Expansion Committees 
(Native peoples), which will work on: mobilization, financing, and de-
veloping a program

4. Creation of an ad-hoc committee mandated to organize the next gener-
al assembly

a. This committee must be representative (Native people, regional 
expansion commissions, women, movements);

b. It shall propose a structure, inspired by existing examples, the 
objectives of our Forum and forces present, to be adopted at 
the next assembly;

c. It shall support discussion and reflection of the expansion com-
mittees and foster the creation of expansion committees in re-
gions that currently have none;

d. It will encourage the formulation of a proposal to determine the 
Forum’s location, to be decided upon at the next assembly;

5. In the coming days, a press release will be published to announce the 
beginning of the process and list the organizations that have commit-
ted to organizing the Peoples’ Social Forum.

Information:
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/ForumSocialDesPeuples
Web site: http://www.peoplessocialforum.ca/
Email: info-psf-fsp@m2014.net
List serv: psf-fsp@m2014.net
Tw: @psffsp2014 #forumdespeuples

Participating 
Organizations

Alternatives; 
Association pour une solidarité syndicale étudiante (ASSÉ); 
Canadian Auto Workers;
Canadian Community Economic Development Network (CCEDNet); 
Canadian Peace Alliance; 
Canadian Union of Postal Workers; 
Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE);
Centrale des syndicats du Québec (CSQ); 
Centre d’écologie urbaine de Montréal;  
Chantier de l’économie sociale; 
Coalition Against Israeli Apartheid(CAIA);
Communications, Energy and Paperworkers Union (CEP); 
Common Frontiers; 
Confédération des syndicats nationaux (CSN); 
Conseil Central Montréal métropolitain (CCMM-CSN); 
Conseil québécois des gais et lesbiennes; 
Council of Canadians; 
Elementary Teachers of Toronto;  
Fédération autonome de l’enseignement (FAE); 
Fédération des travailleurs et travailleuses du Québec (FTQ); 
Fédération interprofessionnelle de la santé du Québec (FIQ); 
Fédération nationale des enseignants et enseignantes du Québec (FNE-
EQ-CSN); 
Front d’action populaire en réaménagement urbain; 
Indigenous Environmental Network; 
Indigenous Peoples Solidarity Movement; 
Latin American and Caribbean Solidarity Network; 
Ontario Secondary School Teachers Federation (OSSTF/FEESO); 
Occupy Toronto; 
Public Service Alliance of Canada; 
Quebec Native Women (FAQ-QNW); 
Toronto Bolivia Solidarity; 
Toronto Stop the Cuts; 
Voices.

struggles need to be part of active leadership and decision making roles of 
the social forum at all levels
We are available to be part of the processes that make sure that all these 
concerns are an important part of developing the elements that will make 
the social forum an inclusive space, not only for communities of color, but 
for all peoples that experience diverse forms of oppression.
We ask that the social forum be grounded in both unity and the meaningful 
and practical considerations of the particularities of struggles as evidenced 
by the common, different and complex oppressions that we all face.  


